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HISTORY OF CLASSIFICATION SOCIETIES

Why Classification?

ÅIn the second half of the 18th century, marine insurers, wanted a system for the independent 

inspection of the hull and equipment of ships presented for insurance cover.

ÅA system was needed to rate or 'classify' the condition of each ship and in 1760 a Committee was 

formed for this purpose ïand Lloyd's Register was born.

ÅThe condition of the hull was classified A, E, I, O or U, according to the excellence of its construction 

and its adjudged continuing soundness (or otherwise). 

ÅEquipment (masts and rigging ïengines later) was G, M, or B: simply, óGoodô, óMiddlingô or óBadô. In 

time, G, M and B were replaced by 1, 2 or 3, which is the origin of the well-known expression 'A1ô, 

meaning 'first or highest class'.



OBJECTIVE OF SHIP CLASSIFICATION

ÅToday, the objective of ship classification is é

ñto verify the structural strength and integrity of essential parts of the shipôs hull and its 

appendages, and the reliability and function of the propulsion and steering systems, power 

generation and those other features and auxiliary systems which have been built into the ship in 

order to maintain essential services on board for the purpose of safe operation of a ship.ò

So:
Å óClassificationô is compliance of the design plans and the vessel with the Rules developed and published by the 

Classification Society.

Å Classification notations are now indicative of the specific Rule requirements which have been met and a basic 

notation for a seagoing vessel might be ñ+100A1ò or ñ+1A1ò etc

Å Additional voluntary notations are offered by individual Societies and may be selected by an owner wishing to 

demonstrate that the vessel conforms to a particular standard that may be in excess of that required for 

classification.
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Classification Societies

ÅClassification Societies verify compliance with their own Rules.

ÅClassification Societies are the sole interpreter of, and have sole responsibility for, their Rules.

ÅClassification Societies alone decide as to whether to accept any equivalent arrangements to the 

provisions in their Rules.



BUT WHAT CLASS DOES NOT DO

ÅClass surveyors are not permanently on board the vessel.

ÅClass survey regime does not cover the whole ship.

ÅClass is not the shipping industryôs policeman.

As such, a Class certificate is an attestation that a vessel is in compliance with the Rules that have 

been developed and published by the Society issuing the classification certificate.

Further, Classification Societies are not guarantors of safety of life or property at sea or the 

seaworthiness of a vessel because the Classification Society has no control over how a vessel is 

manned, operated and maintained between the periodical surveys which it conducts.
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Recognized Organizations

ÅVast majority of flag States have delegated their statutory activities to authorised óRecognized 

Organizationsô (ROs)

ÅCompliance with IMO conventions

ÅPlan approval

ÅTechnical surveys of vessels

ÅIssuance of statutory certificates

ÅUse of Recognized Organizations to conduct surveys and issue certificates on behalf of 

Administrations can be found in all principle IMO Conventions (except the STCW Convention).
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Classification Societies, when acting as ROs:

Åverify compliance with statutory instruments (not just hull and machinery items; but LSA, fire-fighting, 

navigation equipment etc)

Åare responsible and accountable to the Administration for the work they carry out on its behalf;

Åcannot interpret these regulations alone, nor, without permission, use professional judgement to 

accept equivalent solutions;

Åhave responsibilities as defined in Agreements with the Administration.

Recognized Organizations



VISION

To be a trusted partner of regulators with respect to the development of maritime regulations and to 

maintain classification as the primary mechanism for practical self-regulation of the maritime industry.

IACS MISSION

To establish, review, promote and develop minimum technical requirements in relation to the design, 

construction, maintenance and survey of ships and other marine related facilities, and;

To assist international regulatory bodies and standard organisations to develop, implement and 

interpret statutory regulations and industry standards in ship design, construction and maintenance 

with a view to improving safety at sea and prevention of marine pollution.

IACS and its Membersô key values:

1. Leadership

2. Technical Knowledge

3. Quality Performance

4. Transparency

IACS Purpose and Aims
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IACS Members

1862 1828 1956 1949

* Merged in 2013 1975 1960 1760

1919 1936 1861 1913

http://www.iacs.org.uk/about/members/
http://www.ccs.org.cn/ccswzen/
http://www.veristar.com/
http://www.dnvgl.com/
http://www.lr.org/
http://www.rina.org/
http://www.krs.co.kr/
http://www.classnk.or.jp/
http://www.irclass.org/
http://www.crs.hr/en-us/home.aspx
http://www.eagle.org/
http://rs-class.org/en/
https://www.prs.pl/
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IACS Purpose and Aims

ÅIACS is not involved in the operational and 

commercial activities of its Members, including 

appraisal, approval surveying and testing of vessels 

and equipment and the issuing of classification and 

statutory certificates where authorised.

ÅIACS is a technical organisation and not a political 

entity.

ÅIACS is ñthe principal technical advisor to the IMOò 

(MoA signed December 2016)
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Submissions to IMO in 2018

ÅSDC5 - 6

ÅPPR5 - 1

ÅSSE5 - 7

ÅMEPC72 - 5

ÅMSC99 - 5 

ÅCCC5 - 13

ÅIII5 - 1 

ÅMEPC73 - 4

ÅMSC100 - 5

http://www.iacs.org.uk/news/22-26-january-iacs-participation-at-sdc-5/
http://www.iacs.org.uk/news/5-9-february-iacs-participation-at-ppr-5/
http://www.iacs.org.uk/news/12-16-march-iacs-participation-at-sse-5/
http://www.iacs.org.uk/news/9-13-april-iacs-participation-at-mepc-72/
http://www.iacs.org.uk/news/15-22-may-iacs-submissions-to-msc-99/
http://www.iacs.org.uk/news/10-14-sept-iacs-participation-at-ccc-5/
http://www.iacs.org.uk/news/24-28-sept-iacs-participation-at-iii-5/
http://www.iacs.org.uk/news/iacs-participation-at-mepc-73/
http://www.iacs.org.uk/news/iacs-submissions-to-msc-100/
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IACS Publications

ÅThe output from IACS work is often the 

development and adoption of IACS resolutions:

ÅProcedural Requirements (PRs); 

ÅUnified Requirements (URs)

ÅUnified Interpretations (UIs).

* IACS also publishes Recommendations (Recs)

http://www.iacs.org.uk/publications/

