
British Columbia’s Ferry Networks
The Marine Branch is responsible for ferry services on the rivers, lakes and coastal waters through 
operating/service contracts with independent operators (including BC Ferries).
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Inland Ferries
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Key Points:

14 Routes (operational year-round with few 
exceptions)

Province owns the vessels and terminals

4 direct operating contracts, reaction ferries 
contracted separately under Highway 
Maintenance Agreements

2.3 million annual passengers, connecting 
communities across remote areas

Vehicle capacities: 2 to 80 cars

Sailing durations: 3 to 35 mins

Both scheduled and on-demand services 
provided. 

Passengers pay no fares (fully subsidized by 
Province)
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Kootenay Lake Ferry Service Improvement Project

• Dredging of Kootenay Lake 
for navigational safety 
(complete)

• Upgrades to Balfour and 
Kootenay Bay Terminals 
(complete)

• New electric ready vessel to 
replace the ageing MV 
Balfour (under way)
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