
Presentation to the House of Commons Finance Committee
May 26, 2020



Ferry sector  in 
numbers

• 55 million passengers;
• 22 million vehicles;
• Billions of dollars of goods;
• 185 routes

• 5 in Northern Canada
• 72 in BC,

• 22 in the Prairies,
• 23 in Ontario,
• 22 in Québec,

• 41 in Atlantic Canada.

• Employs approximately 12,000 
people directly, 35,000 indirectly



Three issues

1. Eligibility for the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy program;

2. Program for vital transportation services; and

3. Financial impact of federal regulations.



Eligibility for 
the CEWS

Example 1 –
BC Ferries

BC Ferries
Delivers vital services to Coastal BC;
For-profit company owned by a not for profit 
organization but, under the Income Tax Act, 
considered to be owned by the province of British 
Columbia;
As a result, can only qualify as a “prescribed entity;”
Losing presently $1-1.5 million per day;
Provincial Ministers wrote to Federal Ministers.  CFA 
has also been active in this regard;
Deep cuts in operations and capital expenditures 
will be made.  Impact will be:
• Job losses;
• On the environment - significant delays in 

introducing technologies for the reduction of 
underwater radiated noises, “green ferries”, etc.

• Capital expenditures will be slashed;
• Recovery of the communities may be affected 

due to the job losses, delays in new capital 
expenditures, etc.

• Impact is national – BC Ferries has suppliers in 
almost all the country – from Alberta to 
Newfoundland and Labrador.



Eligibility for 
the CEWS

Example 2 –
Ottawa river 
ferries

Ottawa River Ferries

Some Ottawa river ferries (based in Ontario 
and Québec) are not eligible under the CEWS;

They had no revenues in March, April and 
May 2019 – so no losses of revenues 
compared to the same period in 2020;

The lack of revenues in 2019 is due to the 
Ottawa River flooding which delayed the start 
of their operations from March/April to mid 
to late June 2019;

Victimized three times:

• Floods of 2019;

• COVID-19 in 2020;

• Can’t qualify for CEWS.

For them the result is that, if they had been 
impacted by only one disaster, COVID-19, 
their government would be there to help but 
not if they were impacted by two disasters!



Program for 
vital 
transportation 
services

Program for vital transportation services

Ferry operators provide vital transportation 
services in the communities they serve -
regardless of who owns them;

Transport Canada regulates the ferry sector;

Organizations running ferries (private 
companies, municipalities, First Nations, etc.) 
are operating at a loss;

Losses affect not only employment but: 
maintenance, repairs, capital projects, etc.

It will have an impact on the recovery –
services won’t be the same if there’s no 
support.  Investments on reliability, 
environment and other programs will be 
delayed.



Financial 
Impact of 
Regulations

Financial Impact of Regulations

The Canadian Ferry Association is fully 
supportive of the measures put in place by 
Transport Canada to protect the health of 
passengers and employees working on 
ferries;

The regulations are in effect until June 30th;

One such measure restricts the capacity of 
the ferries by 50% is social distancing is not 
feasible;

Beyond June 30th, who will pay for these 
measures – especially once provincial 
governments ”relax” some of their own rules 
and the economy restarts?



Looking 
forward:

Need changes to the CEWS

Financial support program for vital 
transportation services especially 
when regulated by the Federal 
government

Clarity for the sector as to the 
financial impact of measures 
imposed by regulations



Contact –
Canadian Ferry Association – sbuy@canadianferry.ca


