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GREEN MARINE IS…

A voluntary certification program to reduce environmental 

footprint of marine operations by

• exceeding regulatory compliance

• promoting a culture of continual improvement

A benchmarking tool to measure performance

A partnership initiative involving stakeholders 
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PARTICIPANTS IN 2008



133 PARTICIPANTS IN U.S. AND CANADA



MEMBERSHIP GROWTH 2007 – 2019
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FERRIES AND PASSENGER VESSELS

10 operators (90+ vessels)

2 shipyards

65+ terminal locations

• Alaska Marine Highway

System

• Bay Ferries

• British Columbia Ferry 

Services

• Croisières AML

• CTMA

• Marine Atlantic

• Northumberland Ferries

• Owen Sound Transporation

• Société des traversiers du 

Québec

• Washington State Ferries

• British Columbia Ferry 

Services

• Washington State Ferries



PROGRAM CRITERIA



BENCHMARKING PERFORMANCE

For each environmental issue, performance is evaluated from Level 1 to Level 5:



GHG EMISSIONS

✓ Systematic control policy for documenting fuel

✓ Energy efficiency light upgrades

✓ Transit at optimal engine speed for 
fuel efficiency

✓ Annual GHG emissions inventory

& Energy performance plan



CERTIFICATION PROCESS

1. SELF-EVALUATION 2. INDEPENDENT   
VERIFICATION

3. PUBLICATION OF 
RESULTS

CONTINUAL IMPROVEMENT



STRATEGIC BENEFITS

For individual 
companies

Tool to demonstrate 
environmental performance 

For the marine 
industry

Tool to improve long-term 
relations with stakeholders

CERTIFICATION PUBLIC TRUST



70 NGOs, government agencies and other 
stakeholders publicly support Green Marine
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PUBLIC SCRUTINY



The program communicates how the maritime industry is:

1. Beyond Compliance 

2. Proactive

3. Green

EVIDENCE FOR INDUSTRY ADVOCACY
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VALUE PROPOSITION

✓Roadmap and Action Plan 

to benchmark and improve 

environmental performance

✓Cost-effective third party 

verified certification

✓Communications to 

engage and invest in  

public trust



VALUE PROPOSITION

✓Recognition and visibility for environmental efforts

✓Network of best practices and professionals

✓Leaders in emerging issues, without regulation, ex. 

Underwater noise 
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